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FMC to Continue Curtailment of Granger Soda Ash Facility 

 

PHILADELPHIA, July 30, 2009 -- FMC Wyoming Corporation announced today its 

decision to continue the curtailment of operations at its Granger soda ash facility, 

representing a change to its previously announced plans.   

 

In April, 2009, FMC temporarily suspended operations at the Granger facility to 

align production with the decreased level of U.S. exports resulting from the global 

economic slowdown.  FMC planned to restart the facility later in 2009 if needed to meet 

export demand in the second half of the year.  FMC expects export demand to recover, 

but at a level that does not immediately require the incremental Granger production.  

Output from Granger is dedicated to supply export demand through the American Natural 

Soda Ash Corporation (ANSAC), which is the export marketing and logistics 

organization that serves export geographies, primarily Latin America and Asia.   

 

“There is no fundamental change in our operating philosophy,” said Ed Flynn, 

president of FMC Wyoming. “Due to its low start-up cost, our Granger facility has 

always been utilized as swing capacity to meet rising export demand. While ANSAC has 

successfully regained share, revised export demand projections for the second half of 

2009 do not warrant a restart of the Granger operation at this time.” 
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 As a result of this decision, FMC expects to operate without any excess capacity 

during the balance of 2009 and into 2010.  FMC’s solution mining technology utilized at 

Granger requires less cost to restart than other technologies employed in soda ash mining.  

This provides FMC with considerable flexibility to bring the production at Granger back 

on line quickly when it is required.  Currently, FMC’s Granger facility has an operating 

capacity of 600,000 short tons per year; this capacity represents approximately 5 percent 

of the U.S. effective production capacity. 

 

Flynn concluded, “We are committed to managing our soda ash capacity 

optimally; however, we remain confident in our ability to meet the needs of our domestic 

and export customers.”  

 

FMC Wyoming Corporation is a subsidiary of FMC Corporation (NYSE:FMC).  

FMC Corporation is a diversified chemical company serving agricultural, industrial and 

consumer markets globally for more than a century with innovative solutions, 

applications and quality products.  The company employs approximately 5,000 people 

throughout the world.  The company operates its businesses into three segments: 

Agricultural Products, Specialty Chemicals, and Industrial Chemicals. 

 

 Safe Harbor Statement under the Private Securities Act of 1995: Statements in this news release that are 

forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties concerning specific factors described in 

FMC Corporation's 2008 Form 10-K and other SEC filings.  Such information contained herein represents 

management's best judgment as of the date hereof based on information currently available.  FMC Corporation 

does not intend to update this information and disclaims any legal obligation to the contrary.  Historical information 

is not necessarily indicative of future performance. 
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